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Extralls from a letter, aoritten by
My, Fobn Ledyard to Dr. Ledyard
of Qucens County, Long-Ifland.
t5 IT may be neceflary toin-

form the reader, that Mr. John

Ledyard was one who accompani-

-ed Capt. Cook in his lalt voyage
round the world.  After his re-
turn, he formed adefign of travel-

Jing round the world by land.

By the inﬁ.u&nce of the French

minilter Cotnt Vergennes, he ob-

tained the colintenance of the Em-
preis of Ruflia, thro whofe domi-
nions he purpofed to pals. He
had attually traverfed the vaft re-
gions of the north, thro ‘Ruffia,
Siberia and almoft to the Pacific
ocean ; when thro the jealonfy of
the Roflian court, he was arrefted
by an officer difpatched for the
purpofe, hurried back thro a coun-
try of fix thoufand miles extent,
to the borders of Poland and ban-
ithed the Raflian empire. Hear-
sived in London, the laft fommes,
where he was introduced to a com-
paay of nobility and gentlemen,
who wifhed to find a perfon willing
to undertake to explore the inte-
rior parts of Africa. Mr. Ledyard
immediately engaged in the haz-
ardous enterprize, the fociety have
advanced a fum of money to defray
the expences, and this bold travel-

Ier is now on his way thro France

to Alexandria, Grand Cairo, the

banks of the Red Sea, and thence
jouthward thro the heart of Africa.
While this gentlemen was in

London, he wrote to his friend,

giving fome account of his travels,

from which are extra&ed the fol-
lowing particulars.
¢ The two following obfervati-
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ons are the refult of extenfive and
affiduous enquiry.  Fisft, that
the difference of color in the hu-
man {pecies, as the obfervation rel-
petsall but the Negroes whom
T have not yet vifited, eriginates
from natural canfes.

« The lecond is, that all the Afi-
atic Indiang, called Tartars, and all
the Tartars that have formed the
later armics of Zingis Chan, toge-
ther with theChinefe, are the fame
people, and thdt  thz American,
Tartar” (fo e calls the natives)
“ s allo of.the fame famly '
moft ancient and numerods Peen.
ple on eaith, and what is very fin= -
gular, the mof uniformly alike”

“ You hayve no idea of the ex
ceflive cold in the region of Sibe
ria, By experiments I madeat |
Yakuttk,* 1 found on the rgth'of
Nov. the mercury inmy therme-
meter froze, In Dec. Ifound by
repeated obfervalions, that z oz. of
clear quick-filver openly expofed, ™
froze hard in 15 minutes by «a
watch. In ftrong Coniac brandy, @ “
coagulated by a thermoemeter gra-~ %
duated by R eaumer, and hlled with !
re@ified fpirits of wine, I had ‘I
39 1-z degrees. On the borders- (#@
of the frozen ocean, a Capt. Bil- &l
lings had the winter before lat
43 1-2 degrees by the {ame ther-
mometer. I obferved that in thele &
fevere frofts, the air was condenfed, &
as 15 with you in a thick fog—the
atmolphere is frozen—refpiration i
is fatiguing--all exercife muit beas =l
moderate as peflible—ones confi-
dence is placed on the fur drefs a-
lone, It isa happy law of nature
thatin fuch intenfe cold, there is
feldom any wind—when there is,

#= On the banks of the Great River Lena, which falls into the frozen ocean. 14




MONTHLY

it is dangerous to be abroad :
Thole who happen to be, lie down
on the fmow and thus fecure them-
felves. In thele fealons, their
is no chafe—the animals {ubmit
themfelves to hunger and [ecurity,
and {o does man. 'There are no
wells at Yakutik, for it is foand by
experiment, that the water freezes
at 60 feet depth. People of thefe
regions therefore are obliged to ufe
_ice and fnow. They have alfo
Jice- wmdow<—gla[‘s is of no ufe to
wthe few who have it : the difference

For the

JERHAPS nothing would have
- a greater tendency to difen-
“gage our hearts from the things of
‘this world, and caufe us to place
| our affetions on the other, thana
@ realizing wiew of deark: to this
end, 72 hath been frequntly recom
mended, and often attained. The
luftrions Cuaries V, tock 2 moft
| unufual metlod to obtain this. Hav-
. ing refigned his kingdoms to his
* fon Privip, and this too not in
- an advanced ftate of life, he retir-
. ¢ed, for the more free enjoyment of
B thicexercile of religion, to the mo-
E naﬁry of St. Fuftus, near Plazen-
| tia, in Spain, and foon after refol-
\ved to celebrate his own obfeguies
before Fis death.—* He ordered his
" tomb to be erefted in the chapel
of the monaftry.
went thither in funeral proceflion,
‘with black tapers in their hands,
He himfelf followed in his (hroud.
* He was laid in his coffin with much
. Dolemnity. The fervice for the
" dead was chaunted, and he joined
in the prayers which were offered

MISCELLANY.

His 'domeltics.,

8og
in the ftate of the air, within and
without, is fo great, that the glals is
covered on the infide with feveral
inches of ice, and in that fituation,
it is lefs luminous than ice. The
timber of the houfes {plitsand opens
with loud cracks—the rivers thun-
der and open with broad fiflures—
all nature groans beneath the rigo-
rous winter, = Jult at the turning
of this cold feafon, I travelled latt
winter z600 verfls, about 1800
Englith miles, on the river Lena.”
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up for the reft of his foul, ming-
ling his tears with thofe fhed by
his attendants. The ceremony was
clofed with {prinkling holy water
on the coffin, in the ufuval form,
and all the aflitants having retired,
the doors of the chapel were fhut.
He then arofe our of 'the coffin and
withdrew to his apartment, full of
thofe {erious fentiments which
fuch a {olemnity was calculated to
infpire.”——Robertfor’s hbiflory of
Charles V. CrLERICUS,
Sepr. 24, 1788.

AxcpoTE of the late Sir WiLL1am
Jounson.

SQON zfter Sir William had:
been appointed fuperintendant of
Indian affairs in America, he wrote
toEngland for fome fuits of clothes,
richly laced. When they arrived,
Hewnprick, King of the Mohawik
Nation, was prefent; and partica-
larly admired them. "In a few fuec-
ceeding days, Hendrick called on
Sir Wi]liam, and acquainted him
that he had had a dream.  On Sir

Williau’s
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