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co was particularly partial to bi-
ographical compofitions, and of -
ten employed his daughters in
reading the lives of remarkable
men to him.—Struck, one day,
by the fufferings of a conquering
hero, fimilar to his own, but in-
finitely {uperior, - in his opinion,
he felt himfelf doubly refigned to
his lot, and with all the purity of
Chriftian love, fincerely forgave
thofe who had ruined him.—-He
wasrefigned—and he was reward-
ed for his refignation.—Of the
men who had confpired againft
his peace and his profperity, all,
except one, came to untimely
ends, and the furvivor, ftriking-
ly affeéted by the fate of his com-
panions, made confeflions upon
his death-bed, which paved the
way to the full reftoration of Lo-
dovico, to all the honours of which
he had been bafely = deprived,
and to all the wealth which had
been unjuftly wrefted away from
him.
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SomEe Account oF Mr. LED-
YARD’s MeETHODS OF
TRAVELLING.

By HEngry BEAU‘FOY, Esa.

From the proceedings of the Affocia-
tion for promoting the difeovery of
the interior parts of Africa.

R. LEDYARD was an

American by birth, and
{eemed from his youth to have felt
an invincible defire to make him-
felfacquainted with the unknown,
or imperfeétly difcovered regions
of the globe. For feyeral years
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he had lived with the Indians of
America, had {tudied their man-
.ners, and had pra&ifed in their
fchool the means ef obtaining the
protection, and ef recommend-
ing himfelf to the favour of (avag-
es.  In the humble fituation of 2
corporal of marines, to which he
fubmitted rather than relinquiih
his purfuit, he had made with
Capt. Cook, the voyage of the
world ; and feeling on his return
an anxious defire of penetrating
from the North-weftern coalt of
America, which Cook had part-
ly explored, tothe Eaftern coaft,
with which he himfelf was per<
fectly familiar, he determined to
traverfe the valt continent from
the Pacific to the Atlantic O-
cean. :
His firft plan for the purpofe,
was that of embarking ina veflel
which was then preparing to fail,
on g voyage of commercial adven-
ture, to. Nootka Sound, on the
Weftern coaft of America ; and
with this view he expended in
fea-ftores the greateft part of the
money which his chief benefac+
tar, Sir Joleph Banks (whofe ge-
nerous condué the writer of this
narrative had often heard him ac=
koowledge,) had liberally fuppli~
ed. But the {cheme being frul-
trated by the rapacity ofa cuftom-
houfe officer, who had feized and
detained the vellel for reafons.
which on legal enquiry preved. to
be frivolous, he determined to tra-
vel over land to Kamfchatka,
from whence, to the Wefltern
coalt of America, the paflage is
extremely fhort.. With no more
than ten guineas in his purfe,
which was all that he had left, he
croffed
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crolfed the Britith Channel to
Oftend, and by the way of Den-
mark and the Sound, proceeded
to the capital of Sweeden, from
which, as it was winter, he at-
tempted to traverfc the Gulph of
Bothnia on the ice, in order to
reach Kamf{chatka by the thorteft
way; but finding, when he came
to the middle of the fea, that the
water was not {rozen, he return-
ed to Stockholm, and, taking his
courle Northward, walked into
the Ar&ic Circle, and pafling
round the head of the Gulph, de-
feended on its Eaftern fide to Pe-
teriburgh.

There he was {oon noticed as
an extraordinary man.  Without
ftockings or fhoes, ard in teo
much poverty to provide himfelf
with either, he received and ac-
cepted an invitation to dine with
the Portugueze Ambaflador. To
this invitation it was probably ow-
ing, that he was able to obtain
the fum of twenty guineas for a
bill on Sir Jofeph Banks, which
le confelfed he had no authority
to draw, but which, in confider-
ation of the bufinefs that he had
undertaken, and of the progrefs
that he had made, Sir Jofeph, he
believed, would not be unwilling
to pay. - To the Ambaffador’s in-
terelt it might alfo be owing, that
he obtained permiffion to accom-
pany a detachment of ftores which
the Emprefs had ordered to be
fent to Yakutz, for the ule of Mr.
Billings, an Englithman, at that
time in her fervice. '

Thus accommodated he tra-
velled Eaftward through Siberia
8$coo miles to Yakutz, where he
was kindly reccived by Mr. Bil-
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lings, whom he remembered on
board Capt. Cook’s fhip, in the
fituation of the aftronomer’s fer-
vant, but to whom the Emprefs
had now entrulted her fchemesof
Nothern difcovery.

From Yakutz he procceded to
Oczkow, on the coaft of the
Kamfchatka fea, from whence
he meant to have pafled over to
that Peninfula, and to have em-
barked on the Eaftern fide in one
of the Ruffian vellels that trade to
the Weftern thores of America;
but finding that the navigation
was obftruéted by the ice, he re-
turned again to Yakutz, inorder
to wait for the conclufion of the
winter.

Such was his fituation, when,

.in confequence of fufpicions not

hitherto ~explained, or refent-
ments, for which no reafon is af-
figned, he was feized, in the Em-
prefs’s name, by two Ruflian fol-
diers, who placed him in a fledge,
and conveying him, in the depth
of winter, through the defarts of
Northern Tartary, left him, at
laft on the frontiers of the Polifh
dominions. As they parted, they
told him, that if he returned to
Ruflia, he would certainly be
hanged ; but that if he chofe to go
back to England, they withed him
a pleafant journey.

In the midit of poverty, cover-
ed with rags, infefted with the
ufual accomplifhments of fuch
cloathing, worn with continual
hard(hip, exhaufted by difeafe,
without friends, without credit,
unknown, he found his way to
Koningfberg.—-There, in the
hour of his uttermoft diftrefs, he
refolved once more to have re-

courfe
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courfe to his old benefactor, and
he luckily found a perfon who
was willing to take his draft for
five guineas, on the Prefident of
the Royal Society.

With this affiitance he arrived
in England, and immediately
waited on Sir Jofeph Banks, who
told him, knowing his temper,
that he believed he could recom-
mend him to an, adventure almoft
as perilous as the one from which
he had returned ; and then com-
municated to him the wifthes of
the Affociation for difcovering the
inland countries of Africa.

Ledyard replied, that he had
always determined to traverfe the
Continent of Africa, as foon as
he had explored the Interior of
North America ; and as Sir Jo-
{eph had offered him a letter of
introduétion, he came immedi-
ately to the writer of thefe me-
moirs. Before I had learnt from
the note the name and bu(inefs of
my vifitor, I was ftruck with the
manlinefls of his perfon, the
breadth of his cheft, the opennels
of his countenance, and the in-
quietude of his eye; I fpread a
map of Africa before him, and
tracing a line from Cairo to Sen-
nar, and from thence Weltward
in the latitude and fuppofed-di-
rection of the Niger ; 1 told him
that was the route, by which I
was anxious, that Africa, if pof-
fible, might be explored. He faid
he (hould think himfelf fingularly
fortunate to be entrufted with the
adventure. I afked him when he
would fet out—¢ To-morrow
morning,” was his anfwer. I
told him I was afraid we {hould

-not be able, in fo thort a time, to
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prepare his inftruttions, and te
procure for him the letters that
were requilite ; but that if the
Committee thould approve of his
propofal, all expedition {thould be
ufed. :

. To Mr. Ledyard was affigned
athis own delire, as an enter=
prife of obvious peril and difficult
fuccefs, the talk of traverfing,
from Ealt to Weft, in the lati-
tude attributed to the Niger, the
wideft part of the Continent of
Africa.

Mr. Ledyard took his depar-
ture from London, on the 3oth
of June, 1788, and after a jour-
ney of fix and thirty days, feven
of which were confumed at Paris,
and two at Mar{eilles, arrived in
the city of Alexandria.

His letters of recommendation
to the Britith Conful, fecured him
from the embarraffiments which
the want of inns would otherwife
have occafioned ; and procuring
for him the neceffary inftructions
for alfuming the drefs, and adept-
ing the manners, that are requi-
fite for an Egyptian traveller.

Forcibly imprefled by the ob-
je@s which he faw, and patural-
ly led to compare them with thole
which other regions of the globe
prefented to his view, he deferibes
with the energy of an original
oblerver, and exhibits in his nar-
rative the varied effeéts of fimili-
arity and contraft. But as the
travellers who preceded him, have
obtained and tranfmitted to Eu-
rope, whatever. knowledge, ei-
ther ancient or modern, the Low-
er Egypt affords, and as the exa-
mination of that country was no
part of the bufine(s given him in

charge,
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charge, his defcriptions, general-
ly fpeaking, would add but little
to' the inftruction which other
narratives convey.

- During his refidence at Cario,
he fent to the Committee many
remarks on the people of Africa.
The views' which they opéned
were interefting and “inftructive ;

but they derived their principal

importance fromthe proofs which
they aflorded, of the ardent fpirit
of enquiry, the unwearied atten-
tion, the perfevering refearch,and
the laborious, indefatigable, anx-
ious zeal, with which their au-
thor purfued the object of his
miflion. 3

Alréady informed that his next
difpatch would be dated at Sen-
nar ; that letters of earneft recom-
tnendation had been given him
by the Agaj; that the terms of
his paffage liad been fettled ; and
that the day of his departure was
appointed ; the Committee waited
with impatience the defcription
of his journey. Great was there-
fore theirconcern,and fevere their
difappointment, when letters

from Egypt anounced the melan- |

choly tidings of his death. A
bilouscomplaint, the confequence
of vexf{atious delays in the pro-
mifed departure of the caravan,
had induced him to try the effects
of too powerful a dofe of the acid
of vitriol ; and the {udden unea-
finefs- and burning pawn 'which
followed the incautious dratt, im-
pelled him to feek relief from. the
violent action of the f{trongeft
Tartar emetic. A continued dif=
charge of blood difcovered the
danger of his fituation, and fum-
moned to his aid, the generous

friendfhip of the Venetian Con=
ful, and the ineffe&uval {kill of
the miolt approved phyficians of
Cairo, :

He was decently ‘interred in
the neighbourhood of fuch of the
Englith as had ended their days
in the capital of Egypt.

The bilous complaint with
awhich he was {eized, has been at=

. tributed to the frowardnefs of a
childi(h impatience. Much mere

naturai is the conje&ure, that his
unexpected detention, week after
week, and month after month, at
Cairo, a detention whith “con=
fumed his finances, which there-
fore expofed to additional hazard
the {uccefs of his favourite enter-
prize, and which confequently
tended to bring into queltion his
honour to the Society, had troub-
led his fpirits, had preyed upon
his peace, and fubjected him at
laft to the difeafe that proved in
its confequences, the means of
dragging him to his grave.

Of his attachment to the Soci-
ety, and of his zeal for their fer-
vice, the follewing extracts from
his letters are .very remarkably
expreflive:: ‘

Money ! it is a vile flave !—

I have at prefent an economy of
a more exalted kind to obferve,
I have the eyes of fome of the
firft men of the firft kingdom on
earthturned upon me. Iam en-
gaged by thole very men in the
moft important objects that any
private individual can be engaged
in; I have their approbation to
acquire or to lofe; and their
efteem zlfo ; which 1 prize be+
yond every-thing, except the ins
dependent

T — .
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dependent idea of ferving man-
kind. Should rafhnefs or defpe-
ration carry me through, whate-
ver fame the injudicious might
beltow, 1 fhould not accept, ofit ;
it is the good and great I look to;
fame from them beftowed is alto-
gether different, and is clolely al-
lied to a ¢« Well done !” from

God : but rathnefs will not bg

likely to carry me through; any
.mere than timid caution. To
find the neceffary medium of con-
dudt, to vary and apply it to con-
tingencies,. 1s, the economy 1 al-
ludeto; and if I fucceed by fuch
means, men of [enfe inany f{uc-
ceeding epoch will not blufh to
follow me, and perfect thofe dif-
coveries I have only abilities to
trace out roughly, or, a difpofiti-
on to attempt.

“ A Turkith fopha has no
charms for me, if it had, I could
foon obtain one here. I could
to-morrow take the command of
the beft armament of Ifmael Bey.
I fhould be f{ure of fuccels, and
its confequential honours. = Be-
lieve me a fingle ¢« Weil done !”
from your Society has more worth
in it to me than all the trappings
of the Ealt ; and what 1s {till
more precious, is the pleafure 1
‘have in the jultification of my
.own conduét at the tribunal ‘of
my own heart.” .

~ To thofe who have never feen
M. Ledyard, it may not perhaps,
be uninterefting to know, that his
perfon, though fcarcely exceeding
the middle fize, was remarkably
expretlive of aétivity and ftrength;
and that his manners, though un-
polithed, were neither uncivil nor

&3{:p%caﬁng. ‘Little attentive to’

_his Siberian tour :

i

difference of rank, he feemed to

confider all men zs his equals, and
as [uch he refpeéted them. His
genius though uncultivated and
irregular, was original and com-
prehenlive.  Ardent in his wifh-
es, yet calm in his deliberations ;
daring in his purpofes, but guard-
ed in his meafures ; impatient of
control, yet capable of {trong en-
durance ; adventurous beyond the
conception of ordinary men, yet

wary and confiderate ; and atten-

tive to all precautions, he appear-
ed to, be formed by nature for
atchievments of hardibood, and

peril, R

They who compare the extent

ofhis pilgrimage through the vait
regions of ‘I'artary, with the fean-

tinefs of his tunds, will natural-

Iy_aﬂz. by what means he obrain~,
ed fubfiftence on the road? all
that | have ever learned from him

on the fubje& was, that his fuf-

terings ~were exceffive, and that
more than once he owed his life:
to the compaflionate temper: of

the women.  This laft remark is

(trongly confirmed by the follow-

ing extra&t from his account of

¢« | have always remarked, that
women in all countries,are ¢ivil,”
obliging, tender, and humane;
that they are ever inclined to be
cheerful and gay ; timorous and’
mode(t ; and that they do not he-
fitate, like men, to perform a ge-
nerous aftion—Net haughty, not
arrogant, not fupercilous, they-are”
full of courtefy, and fond of
fociety 5 more liable, in general,
to err than man ; but in general,
alfo, more virtuous, and perform-

K g
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ing more good actions than he,

To a woman, whether civilized |

or favage, I never addreffed my-
fcif in the language of’ decency
and friendfhip, without receiving
a decent and friendly anfwer.
With man it hasoften been other-
wife. 4 s

© « In wandering over the bar-
ren and unhofpitable plains of
Denmark, through honeft’'Swe-
den,and frozen Lapland,rude and

churlith ' Finland, unprincipled |
Ruffia, and the wide {pread regi- |
ons of the wandering Tartar, " if |

hingry, dry, cold, wet, or fick,
the ' women have ever been friend-
ly to me, and uniformly (o ; and
to add to this virtue (fo worthy

the a'pp,ellatibn of benevolence,) |

thefé'a&tions have been perform-
ed in'fo fiee, and fo kind 2 man-
ner, that if' I was'dry, I drank
the {weeteflt draught, and if hun-
gry, I ate the coarfe morfel with
a doublé relith.” 7

* But though the native bénevo-
lence which even among favages,
diftinguithes and adorns the fe-
ihale charadter, might fometimes
foften the feverity of his Tuffer-
ings, yet at others he feems to
have endured the utmolft preffure
of diltrefs.

« [ am accuftomed, (faid he
i out laft conver{ation—"twas on
the moring of his departure for
Africa) T am accuftomed to hard-
thips. I have known both na-
kednefs and hunger to the greateft
extremity of human fuffering. " I
have known what it is to have
food given me, as charity to a
madman, and I have at times
been obliged to thelter myfelf un-
der the miferies of that charac-

d concife Account of the Empire of I‘.ﬁna’gﬂaﬂ..

ter, to avoid a heavier calamity.
My diftreffes have been greater
than I have ever owned, or ever
will owni to any man. Such e-
vils are terrible to bear; butthey
never had power to turn me from
my purpofe. If T live, T will
faithfully perform, in its utmoft
extent, my engagement to the So-
ciety ; and if I perifh in the at-
tempt, my honour will fill be
{afe, for death cancels all bonds.”

1o e TS T e e e

A CONCISE ACCOUNT OE THE
| EMPIRE oF HINDOSTAN.

INCE the Mahomedans gain-
ed polfeflion of Hindoltan,

the boundaries have greatly vari-
ed: attimes it has extended over'
‘the whole country fo called, and
\at other tithes has been confined
to the province of Delhi. Un-
\der Acbar, an account of the re-
\venues, population, &c. was col-
leGed in a book, called the infti-
tutes of Acbar. By that empe-
ror, Hindoftan was divided into
eleven fonbahdaries,each of which
was divided into circars, and each
circar into [Purgannahs. The
names of thefe foubahdaries were
Lahore, Moultan, including Sin-

dy, Agimere, Delhi, Agra, Oude,
Allahabad, Bahar, Bengal, Mal-

va, and Guzurat. A fwelfth
was afterwards ere@ed, called Ca-
bul ; and on the congueft of the
Decan, Berar, Candeifh, and
Amednagur, were added. The
Decan, or that country which
contains the whole we {tern penin-
fula of India, being added to thefe
provinces, from the whole fpace
to
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